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Sir: 



Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above- identified 
application. 

I I The enclosed document is being transmitted via the Certificate 
of Mailing provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.8. 

Q The enclosed document is being transmitted via facsimile. 

The fee has been calculated as shown below: 





CLAIMS HIGHEST PRESENT 
REMAINING NUMBER EXTRA 

AFTER PREVIOUSLY 
AMENDMENT PAID FOR 


RATE 


ADDITIONAL 
FEE 


TOTAL 


24 




93 




0 


$ 18 


$0.00 


INDEPENDENT 


2 




11 




0 


$ 86 


$0 . 00 


1 1 FIRST PRESENTATION OF A MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM 


$290 


$0 . 00 




TOTAL 


$0 . 00 
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^ Petition for two (2) month (s) extension of time pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.17 and 1.136(a). $430.00 for the extension of 
time . 



I I No fee is required. 

^ Check (s) in the amount of $430.00 is (are) enclosed. 

I I Please charge Deposit Account No. 02-2448 in the amount of 
$0.00. This form is submitted in triplicate. 



If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fees 
required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 3 7 C.F.R. § 1.17; 
particularly, extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted. 



BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
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Applicant: 



ZHOU, Xingxi et al. 



Conf.: 
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Appl. No.: 



09/914,548 



Group: 



3641 



Filed: 



August 30, 2001 



Examiner: FELTON, Aileen 



For: BASIC METAL NITRATE, PROCESS FOR PRODUCING THE SAME 
AND GAS GENERATING AGENT COMPOSITION 



In response to the Office Action of July 8, 2004, the following 
amendments and Remarks are respectfully submitted in connection with the 
above-identified application. 

Applicants respectfully solicit withdrawal of the finality of the 
outstanding Office Action. 

To justify making the Office Action "final", the Examiner alleged that 
Applicants' amendment necessitated the new ground of rejection. However, the 
Amendment filed April 2, 2004 did not amend independent claim 67 at all, yet 
the Examiner rejected claim 67 over the newly cited Lund reference. In other 
words, claim 67 as now rejected over Lund is exactly the same claim 67 that it 
was before the Examiner when she composed the Office Action that was mailed 
on 11/10/2003. Accordingly, Applicants' Amendment filed April 2, 2004 - 
since it did not amend claim 67 - did not necessitate the new ground of 
rejection of claim 67 over Lund. 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.116 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



December 8, 2004 



Sir: 



12/09/2004 JBALIHAH 00000039 022448 09914548 
01 FC:1252 20.00 Dft 430.00 OP 



J 'I 

) 

AppL No. 09/914,548 

Also, the outstanding Office Action is incomplete with regard to its (lack 
of) discussion of the Declaration under 37 CFR 1.132 that accompanied the 
Amendment filed April 2, 2004. Applicants respectfully suggest that the 
Examiner's reaction to that Rule 132 Declaration should have been provided in 
the Office Action of July 8, 2004. 

Accordingly, withdrawal of the finality of the outstanding Office Action is 
manifestly warranted. 

This Amendment includes: 
Amended Claim Set; 
Remarks; 

Umweltauswirkungen von Airbagsystemen ("Dl"); 
Smart RestraintManagement: An Innovative and Comprehensive 
Concept ("D2"); and 

USCAR Inflator Technical Requirements and Validation ("D3"). 
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